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Dr Robert Douglas Sweet 1917 – 2001
ouglas Sweet (Consultant
Dermatologist, Plymouth, 1950 –
1980) died at the end of September
2001. He had a major stroke three years
ago but he fought the medical
consequences tenaciously all the way
through to the final two weeks of his life.

D

He was born during the First World
War in Weybridge, Surrey, where his
father was a RAMC Doctor. However, at
the age of six months his family moved
to Auckland, New Zealand where he
remained until his late teens, when he
returned to the UK to go to Cambridge
University, followed by St. Thomas’
Hospital in London. He was appointed
Consultant Dermatologist in Plymouth in
1950, but set up home in the Stannary
Town of Tavistock on the Western edge
of Dartmoor where he and his wife Zita
brought up their four children. His
abiding recreational interest throughout
his life was fox hunting, and he pursued
this actively across Dartmoor for many
decades, latterly in a four-wheel drive
vehicle. Tavistoock remained his home,
apart from a most enjoyable interlude for
a year with his family, working in Jamaica
during the 1960s. After retirement in 1980
he had the time to broaden his rural
interests beyond fox hunting, and
acquired some land on the outskirts

of Tavistock where he started an active
policy of three planting. The growth of
these trees over the subsequent years
of his life gave him a lot of pleasure, and
he became very conservation minded.
During the late 1950s and early `60s
he collected a group of patients with skin
problems that he had prevously not seen,
and had hitherto not been described in
the Cermatological literature. It is always
interesting to look back at his original
case material and the disease which he
was later to describe as Acute Febrile
Neutrophilic Dermatosis. This began life
in his notes as Gomm-Button Disease,
names derived from his first two patients
with this disease. His findings were
presented to the Dermatological world
in two papers published in the British
Journal of Dermatology in 1964 and 1968
under the lengthy, but in the time, based
on his cases, accurate title of Acute
Febrile Neutrophilic Dermatosis. The
serendipitous combination of this lengthy
title, given to an apparently new disease
by a single monosyllabic author with an
unusual name, ensured eponymity for
Sweet’s Syndrome, and thus it has
remained. In many ways the name Sweet’s
Syndrome is preferable since one or more
of the three original descriptive adjectives
is not infrequently absent. As far as I can
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establish he is the only Medical Doctor
to have come from Plymouth with the
disease named after him.
Another of his interests was the
Glucagonoma Syndrome with necrolytic
migratory erythema. He described one
of the very early cases who
subsequently and apparently uniquely
survived for some 30 years.
Douglas Sweet leaves not only a
disease in his name, but also memories
to those who knew him, of a very likeable,
straight forward and sincere man. His wife
Zita and their four children survive him.

George William Senter 1911 – 2001
orn Edinburgh 1911. Educated
at George Watson’s College
and Edinburgh University. He
graduated in medicine in 1937, having
initially studied Fine Arts. He joked that
he staved off poverty by playing his
fiddle in a danceband – the same
instrument was to later entertain
friends, children and grandchildren
(most especially when played behind
his back). He was an accomplished
artist and competent and creative
craftsman in many ways.
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Originally intending to specialise
in paediatrics, he was diverted into
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dermatology whilst serving with the
RAF in the Middle East during the war.
It was in Tripoli that he met, and later
married, Joan, his ward sister. On
repatriation, after a brief time back
in Edinburgh and then Dundee, the
family settled in Birmingham in 1951.
George was appointed Consultant
Dermatologist to the West Midlands
with responsibility for the Walsall
hospital group, Redditch, Kidderminster,
Bromsgrove, Tamworth, Litchfield,
Sutton Coldfield and also the Skin
Hospital in Birmingham.
A humorous, thoughtful person, he
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enjoyed sharing his knowledge. He put
much time and effort into preparing
and giving talks and lectures. These
were usually illustrated by a fine
collection of slides. He was quoted
as saying that ‘dermatology without
pictures is like osteology without
the bones’.
He was keen to support self help
groups and was for a time the
Chairman of the Psoriasis Association.
He put his creative skills to good
use and created exhibits shown both
in this country and abroad (Sweden
and Canada), gaining several awards

including a Certificate of Merit in

often combining dermatology

1958 for work on the Sebaceous

appointments with watercolour

Gland. Published papers included

painting courses.

‘Molluscum Contagiosum’ (1964)
and ‘Toxic Relations to Local Steroid
Application’ (1973). His thesis entitled
‘Lamination’ was completed in 1960.
It is now lodged in the BAD Archives.
George built up a busy, successful
private practice in his beloved Arts
and Crafts house in Edgbaston,
loyally supported and guided by Joan.

His final years were spent in
Oxford and then in Surrey where
he died on 21st June 2001.
His ashes were interred in
the grave of his forebears at
Kildrummy in Aberdeenshire on
28th September, which would
have been his ninetieth birthday.

He retired from the National Health
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Service in 1976 and then continued
locum work for a further five years,

Daughter

Dr Colin Hindson 1934 – 2001
olin Hindson who died on 9th
September 2001 after a short final
illness was Consultant Adviser in
Dermatology to the Army from 1971
until his retirement from the Armed
Services because of ill health in 1977.

C

Born and brought up in the North
of England he was educated at Durham
School, St John’s College, Cambridge
and St Bartholomew’s Hospital.
He joined the Royal Army Medical
Corps as a national serviceman in
1960 whilst a house physician in
dermatology at St Bartholomew’s
Hospital. Obtaining a regular
commission in 1963 he was able
to pursue a career in dermatology
in the Armed Services and was
seconded as registrar to St John’s
Hospital for Diseases of the Skin.
Subsequently he served in military
hospitals in Germany, Singapore and
Hong Kong becoming a consultant
dermatologist in the Armed Services
in 1968. A tour in Singapore was
followed by a secondment as
research consultant to the United
States Army Letterman Institute of
Medical Research in San Francisco.
He returned to Europe as Command
Consultant Dermatologist to the
British Army of the Rhine before
moving back to London to the
Queen Alexandra Military Hospital,

Millbank as Consultant Adviser in
Dermatology to The Ministry of
Defence (Army) in the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel.
After his retirement from the
Armed Services he went to The
Royal Infirmary, Sunderland as a
National Health Service consultant
dermatologist. He took early
retirement in 1992 because
his health had deteriorated.
Subsequently he further developed
an early interest in lasers and
worked in this and related areas
in the Birmingham area.
He made numerous contributions to
the dermatological literature, in contact
dermatitis, in relationship to the drug
benoxaprofen and latterly in laser
therapy but his main early interest
was vitamin C treatment of prickly
heat. He was particularly proud of
the award in 1987 of the Wycombe
Chair Award of the British Association
of Dermatologists for research of
outstanding merit published from
a district general hospital.
He married three times. There were
two sons of the first marriage and an
adopted son of the second marriage.
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was an avid model train engineer with
tracks in the garden and house. He was
an enthusiastic golfer and angler on
the River Wear. A wonderful mimic, he
was an entertaining conversationalist,
thoroughly good company, a generous
host and a reliable friend.
He will be remembered by Royal
Army Medical Corps contemporaries
as an excellent clinical dermatologist
and a far sighted, active and effective
administrator who took great pains to
promote the careers of others, who
achieved much but would have achieved
much more in better circumstances.

Colin Hindson had many interests
away from medicine. A good pianist,
he was interested in music and he
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