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Professor Mark Allen Everitt
1928-2006
rofessor Mark Allen Everett, a
prominent Oklahoma City
Physician, Pathologist and arts
patron died of cancer on 3rd June
2006, shortly after his 78th birthday.
Mark was born in Oklahoma City to a
distinguished medical family and
spent his entire career there. He
served as Chair, Department of
Dermatology 1963-1997, interim Chair
Department of Pathology 1980 – 1985.
He became a Regents Professor and
was the College of Medicine Physician
of the Year for Academic Medicine
1988. He also received the Dean’s
Award for distinguished medical
service in 1993. The Dermatology
building was recently named after him
in his honour. At a national level Mark
served as President of the American
Society of Dermato-pathology and the
American Dermatologic Association.
He was an expert Dermatopathologist
and an expert in skin diseases of
Native Indian Americans.
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Mark pursued a lifelong interest in
the Arts and became an avid collector

of paintings, sculpture, rare books and
ancient artefacts. His generosity was
such that he funded scholarships in
ballet, music, art and medicine.
With such interests it was inevitable
that Mark would visit the U.K. and
Europe frequently. He became an
Anglophile and enjoyed the Arts and
Dermatology to the full on his regular
visits to BAD meetings. I became
particularly well acquainted with him in
1980 when he asked me to join him in
the formation of the International
Committee of Dermatopathology which
later laid the foundations for the
formation of the Diploma in
Dermatopathology and European
Dermatopathology certification
examinations. His charming, witty and
individual style soon tended to win
over potential opponents to his point
of view. Mark carried his English
interests to the full sometimes
bordering on the eccentric and tried to
create an English style garden in the
heat of an Oklahoma summer. I can
vividly remember been given the

Mark Allen Everitt

responsibility of watering his Box
hedge each day of my generous stay
at his house!
Mark was a good friend of British
Dermatology and Dermatopathology
and his style and flair will be missed
by all who knew him.
Professor Martin Black
London

Professor William L. Epstein
1925-2006
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his training Bill became a full
Professor in 1969 and chaired the
department from 1974 – 1985. Bill’s
research interests were considerable
but he made innovative and important
contributions in the fields of
epithelioid cell granulomas; poison
oak/ivy dermatitis; effects of ultraviolet
radiation on skin; chemistry and
dermatotoxicity of allergenic plants.
Durings his career he published more
than 550 manuscripts. Nationally Bill
served as President of the Society of
Investigative Dermatology in 1985.
Internationally he was the Dohi
lecturer at the Japanese
Dermatological Association in 1982

and later received the Emperor Japan
Award (medal of Honour).
I remain particularly indebted to
Bill when he accepted me in his
department as Dowling (Fulbright)
Travelling Fellow in 1972-73. Having
completed training in
dermatopathology I found UCSF ideal
for learning about experimental
pathology techniques. Bill and his
close colleague Kimie Fukuyama
provided an ideal working and social
environment in the department. This
whole working experience enabled
me to interact with many American
and Japanese colleagues, many of
whom are still friends today. In 1973

Bill, Kimie and others from Stanford
formed the Pacific Skin Research
Group and I became an inaugural
member. This remarkable club has
met variously in USA, Japan and
several European countries and has
enabled the spirit of academic
dermatological co-operations to
continue.
Bill will be long remembered as a
kindly, lively character who did much
to stimulate academic dermatology in
his long career.
Professor Martin Black
London

Professor John Stratigos
1926-2006
John Stratigos, Emeritus
Professor of Dermatology at the
University of Athens died from
cancer on January 25th 2006. With
his passing Greek Dermatology lost
one of its founding fathers and the
international dermatological
community a prominent figure. John
Stratigos completed his earlier
dermatological training at the medical
school of the University of Athens
and in 1966 came to London to work
with the late Professor Ian Magnus at
the St John’s Institute of Dermatology.
John’s work with Ian Magnus on
ultraviolet induced skin
carcinogenesis was highly profitable
and enabled him to submit his
professorial thesis to the University
of Athens. During his two year
research fellowship John became
good friends with Professor Charles
Calnan, the first full time professor at
St John’s Institute, and the two
remained life-long friends. Upon his
return to Athens in 1968 John
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Stratigos was appointed Professor
and Chairman at the Athens Sygros
Hospital where he remained for the
rest of his career. John was
instrumental in setting up the Helenic
Society of Dermatology in 1968. He
was a founder member of the
European Academy of Dermatology
and Venereology and acted as host
and congress president for the second
EADV congress held in Athens in 1991.
He remained a keen advocate of
the EADV and in his later years
provided valuable words of wisdom
when he sat on the newly formed
ethics committee. John was always a
very keen anglophile and I was
particularly touched when he and his
family attended his last EADV
congress in London in October 2005
under my congress presidency.
Although clearly unwell from what
proved to be his final illness it was
obvious to me that he had made a
special effort to attend and interact
with all of his British and European
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colleagues, sadly for what proved to
be the last time.
We shall all miss his friendship but
are aware that the spiritual legacy of
John Stratigos will remain ever alive
in our memories.
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