BAD Response to the ‘Draft Guidance on Health in Strategic Environmental Assessment’

1) Response of the UK Skin Cancer Working Party
Ultraviolet radiation is barely mentioned with just very brief references to non-ionising radiation on pages 70 and 71, and skin cancer receives no mention at all. Hence our response to this document seems to represent an important opportunity to comment on the environmental causation of skin cancer, and the measures that can be undertaken to help prevent this occurrence, such as providing shade in schools, and reducing the availability of sunbeds on local authority premises.  

Reviewing some specific areas of the document, the answer to the consultation question on page 26 seems to be no, while table 2 (page 35) could include provision of shade, and annex D (page 86) could include tackling sunbed issues under the Government policy “Tackling Health Issues 2003” since sunbeds have been shown to be clustered in areas of social deprivation.  

Whereas global warming is discussed, this is mainly relating to heat, and the impact of increased ultraviolet radiation is not mentioned e.g. in study box 8 (page 50) and in annex D (page 85) under “UK 2006 Climate Change Programme” and similarly in table 3 (page 36).  Figure 8 (page 34) could also be improved by adding an arrow to show the adverse health impact of global warming, including UVR effects.  

That there is no current potentially achievable Government target for reduction in skin cancers does not help our case, but we should quote any relevant initiative/policies.  However, it is recommended that “the effects on health be fully integrated into the SEA process”, annex E (page 91).  Sunbeds could be tackled under “Tackling Inequalities”, particularly with regards to children and young people.  

Key published works on adverse UVR effects should be added to the document and bibliography, including; the NRPB document 20021 and the IARC report on sunbeds 20062.  Both of these publications could be referred to in table 8 “examples of cumulative effects” (page 60). 

1. Health Effects from Ultraviolet Radiation. Report of an Advisory Group on Non Ionising Radiation. Documents of the National Radiological Protection Board (NRPB), volume 13, 2002.
2.   International Agency for Research on Cancer Working Group on artificial    ultraviolet (UV) light and skin cancer. The association of use of sunbeds with cutaneous malignant melanoma and other skin cancers: A systematic review. Int J Cancer [epub ahead of print] 2006.
2) Response from Representatives of the Health Protection Agency (UVR branch) who were obviously not consulted in their own right. They are members of the UK Skin Cancer Working Party and have commented via this route.

We agree with the comments of the UK Skin Cancer Working Party which clearly highlight the main problems with the document from the UV point of view, namely:

*

             that UVR is disregarded,

*

             that exposure is an inequalities issue in the UK (especially sunbeds),

*

             that many of the solutions are of very modest cost and within the gift of responsible authorities as defined in the document.

The links to climate change are also well made and fit well with current political imperatives and issues relating to occupational exposure (outdoor workers).  The references quoted are relevant. 

3)Individual Response

We should make the three points concerning skin health when considering the initial and subsequent stages of an SEA. 


a) Safety in the workplace regarding maintenance of healthy skin. This includes legislation and implementation of good practice regarding safe handling of substances and chemicals, use of personal protective equipment, exposure levels to toxic substances and the information contained in the data sheets available to those who use the materials. 


b) Safety for consumers regarding maintenance of healthy skin. This includes legislation and implementation of good practice regarding the types of chemicals in cosmetics and toiletries, the safe levels of allowable chemicals and the labelling of the contents of cosmetics and toiletries. 


c) Safety for the general public with regard to environmental exposure to materials that could affect skin health. This includes matters already the subject of EU legislation (e.g. the Nickel Directive), but also wider matters such as the public health messages (e.g. about limiting sun exposure- covering up in the sun, use of sunscreens, early reporting of change in pigmented lesions), exposure to environmental toxins such as dioxins, exposure to irritants such as particulate dusts and exposure to dusts and fumes containing metals.

